Section ofOrthopa?dics 667 inflammatory changes. The histological appearances of cellular activity, even with hyperchromatic nuclei, may suggest chondrosarcomatous changes (Jaffe 1958, Bennett 1950) but the spontaneous arrest of development and the regression of the chondromatous bodies (Freund 1937) lends support to a non-neoplastic origin.
Infantile Coxa Vara with Superimposed
Perthes-like Change S C Chen FRCS (for R H Maudsley FRCS) (Wexham Park Hospital, Slough) K 0, girl aged 5 History: A twin who was premature, with a birth weight of 3 lb 2 oz (14 kg). No congenital anomalies were noted in either twin and there was no relevant family history. During infancy she had measles, tonsillitis, bronchitis, influenza and At 17 months she was referred to the orthopedic clinic on account of shortening of her left leg and restriction of hip movements. X-ray taken on 29.10.63 (Fig 1) showed a left coxa vara, a small upper femoral epiphysis but normal acetabulum. The child otherwise developed normally but X-rays taken on 10.3.66 showed (Fig 2) . X-rays taken on 7.11.67 (Fig 3) showed further fragmentation of the epiphysis with increased flattening and with widening of the joint space; the coxa vara deformity was unchanged. Recently the child has complained of rest pain in the hip, particularly at night. Comment Is this an example of Perthes' disease supervening on a coxa vara of infective or developmental origin or are the Perthes-like changes in themselves of a developmental or dysplastic origin? Can the prognosis at skeletal maturity be forecast? Infantile coxa vara is a rare condition and with superimposed Perthes' disease is extremely rare, for it cannot be found in the literature from 1948 to date. Are the appearances of the epiphysis the result of infection? Infective arthritis can be caused by staphylococcal skin sepsis or Toxemia in such cases is not a necessary feature. This premature baby had very many illnesses in infancy. Although there is no record of any venepuncture, it is probable that she had one at some time in infancy. 
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